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The 2016 Final Report of the Greenlaw Mountain Hawk Watch (GMHW) has been published on the Club’s web
site. It was submitted to the NB Wildlife Trust Fund as per the conditions of its contribution to the GMHW
project. It has also been shared with NB naturalists on the NatureNB listserv and other interested parties.
Highlights of the 2016 Final Report
• The eighth season for the GMHW built on the work of earlier years by successfully continuing to
build on its conservation, engagement and education objectives.
• Volunteer observers and administrators contributed 571.5 hours in support of the project with 33
volunteer observers visiting the watch one or more times.
• Important conservation data were shared with researchers, decision makers in government, the
naturalist community and the general public.
• Fifteen species of hawks were observed during 324.25 hours of observation taking place on 46
days. The Official Counter logged 8,609 raptors, the highest number on record.
• Broad-winged Hawks continued to dominate the numbers with a record 6,990 being recorded. On
September 22, 4,380 hawks were counted, a record. The species counts are attached.
• The observations reinforced the importance of the Fundy coast as a major migration corridor for this
region’s raptors. They are beginning to demonstrate seasonal trends that will be important in
identifying possible conservation issues in the future.
• 2016 marked the first of three years of funding support from the Environmental Damages Fund.
These resources allowed for an expansion by 25% of observation hours to better understand the
extent of migration during less-than-optimal weather conditions. As well, the EDF allowed for an
assistant counter on Deer Island in an effort to determine the extent of migration south of the GMHW
and using the Fundy Isles as a corridor. Results of this work will be published at the conclusion of
the three-year funding period.
• Two well-attended club field trips visited the watch during the peak Broad-winged movement.
• A small viewing platform was constructed by the Official Counter, which significantly improved
safety, comfort and communications with volunteers. A new high-quality spotting scope improved
the Official Counter’s ability to spot and identify migrating raptors.
• The success of the project continues to be largely a result of the skills and dedication of the Official
Counter, Todd Watts. Todd tirelessly contributes his time and knowledge toward public awareness
efforts, observation, recording and reporting as well as on administrative activities.
The GMHW in 2016
Through the generous support of the NBWTF, private donations and fundraising efforts, the project will:
• Continue in 2017 with a similar program as for 2016, including the expanded activities under the
EDF.
• Offer Hawk Identification Workshop(s)
• Lead at least two field trips to the watch.
• Build its volunteer base and continue raising awareness through a variety of strategies.
• Continue to seek additional funders in support of long-term sustainability.

Supported by:

SJNC Members and other Naturalists through
Fundraising and Workshops
Private Donors
Our project is funded in part by the NB Wildlife Trust Fund. The NBWTF obtains a portion of its revenue from the
purchase of conservation plates by NB residents who are interested in conservation. Seven dollars from each plate
goes to the fund annually. These funds are awarded by the Minister of Natural Resources following review and
recommendation by an independent board of 17 volunteers. Revenue from license plates is critical in furthering
conservation efforts, so please consider purchasing conservation plates with your next car purchase to enable the
NBWTF to continue to provide financial support for worthy wildlife projects.

